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BACKGROUNDER   
 

COUNCIL CHAMPIONS’ 
 
The Champions’ are nationally recognized leaders from Aboriginal communities, the 
upper tiers of government and the highest ranks of pivotal Canadian industries. This 
group provides the council with guidance on threshold issues that define the 
organization’s strategies. The Champions’ promote the council and its initiatives to their 
peers in government, industry and among Aboriginal organizations. 
 
• Charles S. Coffey, O.C. 
• James (Jim) E. Carter (Co-chair), President and Chief Operating Officer, Syncrude 

Canada Ltd. 
• Chief Sophie Pierre, OBC (Co-chair), President, St. Eugene Mission Resort 

Development 
• John Bernard, President, Donna Cona Inc. 
• The Honourable Guy Boutilier, Minister of International, Intergovernmental, 
• and Aboriginal Relations, Government of Alberta 
• Chief Patrick Brazeau, Congress of Aboriginal Peoples 
• Gerald Brown, President, Association of Canadian Community Colleges 
• Clément Chartier, President, Métis National Council 
• The Honourable Charles Dent, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment, 

Government of the Northwest Territories 
• Kim Devooght, Vice President, IBM Canada Ltd. 
• Kirk Dudtschak, Regional President, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and NW Ontario, 

RBC Financial Group 
• Randy Eresman, President and Chief Executive Officer, Encana Corporation 
• National Chief Phil Fontaine, Assembly of First Nations 
• Kenneth V. Georgetti, President, Canadian Labour Congress 
• Beverley Jacobs, President, Native Women’s Association of Canada 
• The Honourable Oscar Lathlin, Minister of Aboriginal & Northern Affairs, 

Government of Manitoba 
• Chief Clarence Louie, Osoyoos Indian Band Development Corporation. 
• The Honourable Gary Lunn, Minister of Natural Resources, Government of Canada 
• Joseph T. Norton, Vice President, Mohawk Internet Technologies 
• Paul Perkins, Vice President, Policy and Planning, Vancouver Corporate Office, 

Weyerhaeuser Company 
• The Honourable Jim Prentice, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development.     

Federal Interlocutor for Métis & Non-Status Indians, Government of Canada 
• Mary Simon, President, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami 
• The Honourable Monte Solberg, Minister of Human Resources and Social 

Development 
• The Honourable Maynard Sonntag, Minister of First Nations & Métis Relations, 

Government of Saskatchewan 
• Rosa Walker, Acting Chair, National Aboriginal Economic Development Board 
 
 

 


